SCHOLES LIBRARY VISUAL RESOURCES COLLECTION

New York State College of Ceramics at Alfred University, Alfred, New York
Visual Resources Curator, Mandy Economos

Library Director and Visual Resources Librarian, Carla C. Johnson 

Profile: Currently about 170,000 slides; 50,000 catalog records; 8,000 digital images.
Online catalog first created on mainframe computer c.1987; data exported to Fourth Dimension 
relational database on a Mac platform in 1990; first slide scanner purchased in 1993; 

catalog migrated again to FileMaker Pro in 1998.  The Web interface which enables remote 

searching of the catalog and viewing of the linked image, where available,  is described below 

and was programmed by Information Systems Librarian Mark A. Smith and former Alfred student Kevin Fox (B.S. Ceramic Engineering, 2000).
Server: samuel.alfred.edu (149.84.201.228)

Hardware: Macintosh G3 server 

OS: Appleshare IP 6.3 

Database: Filemaker 4.0 
Webserver: Lasso (Blueworld.com) 

Middleware: Lasso Web Data Engine 3.6

1) Series of 5 related Filemaker data files 

2) Lasso Web Server serves the Web Query Form.  This form contains a mix of straight HTML and Lasso's proprietary command language, LDML (Lasso Dynamic Markup Language)

The Web Server passes the Form queries (in LDML) to:

3) Lasso Web Data Engine, which queries the appropriate Filemaker file. The Data Engine returns the search results and dynamically inserts them (in HTML) into one of several result templates we have designed. (hitlist, details, source, etc)

4) The Web Server serves these results to a web browser.  

Notes:

Result templates may, in turn, contain additional LDML/HTML commands and offer additional links to query the DB and return web pages of additional, related information or images  (ie. Record Source, Image display, side by site, etc.)

In several instances, search query fields and results are "merged". 

Multiple field searches and/or merged field web display customizes search results for users.

