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At your request, Engineering and Science Librarian Pat LaCourse has written a white 

paper on Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETD) at Alfred University.  I am writing this cover memo to emphasize Scholes Library's strong support for moving in this direction as soon as possible.  There is increasing demand for electronic access, and models exist at other schools. You are probably familiar with the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (http://www.ndltd.org), an initiative which was begun about 10 years ago; 127 universities are now participating. 
We have been discussing this topic for almost two years already at Scholes, in the context of art as well as engineering.  In the fall of 2000, I met with Joe Scheer and some of the librarians to discuss the "products" we might expect to receive from graduates of the new M.F.A. program in Electronic Integrated Arts.  Joe anticipated that the first theses received would all be on CD's which could be cataloged and circulated locally, but that future plans should include a Web server for remote access to a variety of possible formats.  

The librarians discussed ETD copyright, cataloging and access issues at a library faculty meeting in October of 2000, and there was a second discussion with members of the Scholes Library Committee the following month.  One year later, when the faculty of both libraries met with the Deans to discuss the proposed Alfred University reorganization, I mentioned that a "common face of engineering" would require us to review policies and procedures for M.S. theses from the private sector engineering programs. A summary of how student scholarship was handled by each library was included in a reorganization commentary sent to the Deans and Provost by the librarians in December of 2001:

-  Procedures for archiving student scholarship at Herrick:

Theses - Currently we only receive Honors Theses. They are handed in after the defense and final approval of the committee. We have them bound or specially boxed and cataloged with local records (w/o subject headings) into Floris. They are shelved alphabetically by author's last name.

Dissertations - We receive dissertations only from the School Psychology program. Dissertations are handed in after defense and final approval of the committee. The School Psychology program defines the standards. We do no checking of the 
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dissertations' bibliographies. They are sent to ProQuest, Inc. for binding, microfilming, and inclusion in Dissertation Abstracts. The library receives a microfilm copy for Special Collections and a bound copy for the stacks. These are all cataloged on OCLC and included in Floris.


 -  Procedures for archiving student scholarship at Scholes:

B.S. theses, M.S. Theses and Ph.D. Dissertations are all handled in much the same way, except that dissertations are sent out for microfilming and inclusion in Dissertation Abstracts. Also, at the graduate level, extensive consultation with the Engineering and Science Librarian is required since the bibliographic formatting of each thesis or dissertation must be approved by the library before the student's defense.  A bound copy of each thesis/dissertation is kept in the Special Collections Room (B.S. theses are bound in groups, and graduate theses/dissertations are bound individually) and a circulating copy is added to the stacks.  All are cataloged.
M.F.A. candidates have traditionally presented a written thesis which is cataloged, but

not bound. The original is placed in Special Collections and a circulating copy is in the

stacks.  One set of slides is kept in the M.F.A. Slide Archive and the other set is mounted in glass for the circulating collection.  We are just developing procedures for archiving and circulating products from the new M.F.A. program in Electronic Integrated Arts, which can be in any format or combination of formats (CD, video, sound works, etc.).  

Pat LaCourse has been carefully tracking the copyright issues surrounding ETD, and some other issues to be considered are outlined in the attached article and letters from The Chronicle of Higher Education, but it appears that there is much to be gained in terms of program visibility and access to research by moving in this direction.
