SCHOLES LIBRARY

COLLECTION ASSESSMENT

PART  I

As far as I can ascertain, Scholes Library has not had a thorough Collection Assessment in several decades. For Ceramics, Susan Strong’s History of American Ceramics: An annotated bibliobraphy (Metuchen: Scarecrow, 1983) was checked for owned titles in the late 80s.

In response to a proposal for a major in Art History and maybe a joint MA and MFA degree in the future, I undertook the assessment of the Graphic Design collection, a limited subject which would serve as a snapshot and help examine the feasibility of such a project for larger and more comprehensive subjects, such as Sculpture or Painting.

For a bibliography of core titles, I used the recently published Core Library Resources for Graphic Design by Nancy Lambert (Choice, June 2005, Vol. 42, p. 1711-24) and compared Scholes and Herrick’s holdings with the Rhode Island School of Design’s holdings. 

	
	TITLES OWNED

	SCHOLES/HERRICK
	40.35%

	RISD
	85.96%


A variation of the RLG conspectus levels were used, based on the methodology described in Validation of Brief Tests of Collection Strength by Thomas M. Twiss (Collection Management, 2001, Vol. 25(3), p. 23-37): 

Level 1: Minimal (over 750 owning institutions)

Level 2: Basic Information (401-750 owning institutions)

Level 3: Instruction Support (151-400 owning institutions)

Level 4: Research (less than 150 owning institutions)

	TITLES OWNED
	SCHOLES/HERRICK
	RISD

	Level 1
	32.6%
	18.5 %

	Level 2
	34.8%
	30.6 %

	Level 3
	32.6%
	47.9 %

	Level 4
	0%
	3.0 %


Our collection is weak and does not meet the Instruction Support/Level 3 category.

The plan is to check the other concentration areas against the bibliographies of the Dictionary of Art and Lois Swan Jones’s Art Information: Research Methods and Resources (Dubuque: Kendall, 1990) in the near future. This is a time consuming effort but Scholes Library needs to be prepared with the proper materials to adequately support the new degree programs.

It should be noted for any future study that we cannot rely as a measuring tool only on the LC classification applied by other libraries. Of the owned titles in Graphic Design (Subclass NC and Z), 20% of the our collection is cataloged under diverse subclasses.

Graphic Design Serials: On a positive note, we own 83% of the recommended titles.
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